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My remarks today are critically focused on the role 

of “community” on the postsecondary campus. I would like 
to make some observations about institutional governance 
and offer an opinion as to where I think we are here at DU in 
respect to shared governance. My thoughts and observations 
are related to what we are experiencing here at DU and also 
reflect issues much broa
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We would not be here today if we took our role in 
university decision making seriously and maintained a 
sustained commitment to it and to our obligations to one 
another. We should ask ourselves if a community were 
present at DU (the kind Boyer notes) would there have 
existed more concern about the external media than to our 
own colleagues? A community of engaged scholars would 
not have allowed that kind of rationale to be used for not 
including us in key decisions. It would not have taken 
place… much less an admitted strate 
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 Fortunately, we are not the first to inquire into the 
good life. From previous inquiries I will highlight several 
guiding thoughts that I believe moral philosophy would 
strongly urge us to wrestle with as we strive toward an 
ethical governance system for the University of Denver. 
They are (1) the fact of moral life as a social enterprise 
affecting the organization of institutions and including 
public intelligibility as a condition of just social 
arrangements; (2) the notion that both those who govern and 
those who are governed have souls that are affecte10.02 149.136 670.6199(t)Tj
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How we work on all of these issues together will 
affect how our moral lives grow in each other’s company. 
Ethical issues are always ones that can be s
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 John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, Belknap Press, 1971), pp. 55-56.  See also 
Rawls’ following paragraph for strategies within institutions 
and how the institutions should be designed to take them 
into considerations. 
 Annette Baier, while explicitly challenging the 
extent of Rawls’ ideas of contract as a basis for just social 
relations, affirms th6 Tc 07.22 69 affirm s s
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19 See pp. 188-191.  I take it that my inclusion of McIntyre, in addition to Rawls, Baier, and Williams, will round out the picture of 
a convergence of diverse moral viewpoints on the ethical topics I advance for consideration. 


