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unilaterally ignore a word’s origins and history. “In short” -they wrote-, “you cannot simply pick and 
choose your semantics.”1   

In the same vein, we believe that this desire to retain a divisive symbol must be questioned, because it 
asks the entire DU community (people of color and others), to identify with the pioneer narrative of 
westward expansion and Manifest Destiny. Arguments in favor of retention of the Pioneer moniker 
implicitly (or even explicitly) claim that our focus should remain on ahistorical notions of resilience and 
courage, which ignore painful and violent historical references and concomitantly allow, and indeed 
encourage, the preservation of a narrative of “the frontier” for all of those who wish to 
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