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With the support of the Carnegie Corporation, researchers at the Sié Center have put together an international team of 
scholars, including Deborah Avant, Erica Chenoweth, Rachel Epstein, Cullen Hendrix, Oliver Kaplan, and Tim Sisk, to inves-
tigate how the non-violent actions by civil resistance and other local groups, international and local non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), multi-national and local companies, churches, labor unions, and international organizations affect 
the degree of violence in conflicts. The research both notes the importance of this range of different participants as poli-
cymakers, of sorts, in conflict and engages with this broader array of policymakers in the conduct of this research. To il-
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Eleni Sikelianos was honored to receive her second Litera-
ture Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts 
in poetry this past year.  Eleni’s previous NEA fellowship, 
received almost two decades ago, allowed her to complete 
and publish the book Earliest Worlds.  With this fellowship 
Eleni is excited to turn her attention to a poetry manuscript 
that traces our structural heritage, evolutionarily speaking. 
The inspiration for this manuscript evolved from participa-
tion in an Artist Residency program in California in the sum-
mer of 2015 which combined art and science. There, Eleni 
went on several long hikes with a neuroscientist/
primatologist, observing salamanders, milk snakes, partially 
eaten rabbit corpses, and, most elaborately, mating banana 
slugs.  A burst of a poem came out, a few pages portending 
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